Hello Second Grade Parents,
Did you send in your online order for Scholastic?  The order was due today, and I will be submitting the order tonight at 7:00 p.m.  There are some very popular titles on those lists at great prices.  Another perk to Scholastic is that we get free books for our classroom when we order.  :)

On a different note, I can confidently say that we are now into our daily routines.  We have some extremely hard working students and enthusiastic learners in Room 117!  We are ready for our SECOND Gremlin Gold celebration for exemplary behavior.   Next week, our class will be having a "Prodigy Party" in the computer lab.  The kids have been anxiously awaiting the start of Prodigy, so they are very excited to say the least.  This is going to be a GREAT year!

I see we have some birthdays coming up this month.  If you would like to send in a birthday treat, it does need to be store bought with the ingredients listed.  We have some students with food allergies, so it would be extremely thoughtful of you if you would refrain from purchasing any items with peanuts, tree nuts, or strawberries.  It's always hard on children when they are not allowed to eat the birthday treat.  We have twenty students.  This year, if your child wants to share extras with the staff, we are sending them to the office to be placed in the lounge.  We used to allow students to deliver them to the classrooms, but that became a distraction to the learning environment.  

As always, thank you for your teaming up with me to make this a highly successful year for your child!  

Here are some learning highlights of our week:
*Read and discussed the story components for the "Henry and Mudge and the Yellow Moon" story from our reading books
*Continued to work on finding evidence within a text to support our answers
*Continued to work on making inferences as we read a selection and find the evidence to support our claims
*Worked with the CVCe (consonant-vowel-consonant-silent e) pattern for long a and long i words
*Used context clues to define unknown words
*Discussed the purpose of quotation marks in our stories and learned that the narrator is the one who is telling the story
*Worked on doing a story retell using order words like first, then, next, and finally
*Continued to work on writing about small moments using the watermelon analogy (Watermelon- Big idea (i.e. Family), Slice- The topic (i.e. Our family reunion), Seed- Small moment (i.e. When Auntie Vicky surprised us by coming to our reunion from Texas)
*Discussed the components of letter writing and wrote a letter telling a friend what we like to do in the fall
*Identified the rule being followed when clues are given in a number sequence  (What is the rule?  234, 334, 434, 534...)
*Worked on addition and subtraction math facts using "Xtra Math"
*Found the addition and subtraction facts we could make using the three numbers in a fact family (i.e. 4, 5, 9...4+5=9, 5+4=9, 9-5=4, 9-4=5)
*Discovered strategies we could use for finding a missing number in a fact family
*Continued to work on map skills- components of a map, compass rose, cardinal directions, follow locations on a map when given directions, map key, map symbols
*Teamed up with our other second grade friends from Mrs. Kin’s class to do our ALICE lesson on “Barricade” and “Counter”

Note- Next week the second graders will be starting their science unit on "Plant and Animal Relationships."  We will be investigating the systems in a Bengali Forest.  We will be investigating different habitats and the plants and animals that live within them.  


Important Dates-
Friday,     	October 6                  Mrs. Galusha's Class- Scholastic Book Order Due
Sunday,          	October 8                  PTO Color-a-thon Run - 2:00 p.m.
Friday,             	October 13                Popcorn Day - 50  cents a bag - two bag limit
Wednesday,  	 October 18               Fall Festival donations will be collected 
(1st Grade- 1-2 bags of Halloween Candy; 2nd grade- 12 pack of Coke, Diet Coke or Sprite)
Friday,           	October 20               PTO Fall Festival (5:30-8:00 PM)
Tuesday, 	October 24               Picture Retake Day
Wednesday,    October 25                   Parent Teacher Conferences (3:10 PM – 6:10 PM)
Thursday,        October 26                  Parent Teacher Conf. (12:10 PM – 3:10 PM & 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM); Dismissal at 11:21
Friday,             October 27                   Parent Teacher Conferences (7:10 – 9:10 AM – No School)
Monday,          October 30                  Fire Safety House at Jeffery School
Friday,             November 3                End of 1st Quarter – Staff Workday – No School
Friday,             November 10              Popcorn Day - 50 cents per bag - two bag limit
Tuesday,          November 14             PTO Meeting
Wednesday,    November 22            Dismissal at 11:21
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thu/Fri           November 23/24      Thanksgiving Break – No School

Have a great weekend!
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Mission: Provide excellent, challenging learning opportunities and experiences that prepare each student for success. 



